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THEOLOGICAL. 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTER. 
ESSAYS ON THE LITURGY. No. III. 
ON THE ADVANTAGES OF A FORM OF PRAYER FOR PUBLICK WORSHIP. 


W irnovr the influence of love upon the heart, all other attainments 
in religion are but ‘¢as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.” Love 
teaches us to bear each other’s burdens, and so to fulfil the law of 
Christ. It teaches us to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace. It teaches us, when we see others apparently desirous of wor- 
shipping God in spirit and in truth, to give them full credit for sin- 
cerity, although we may not altogether approve the mode and form of 
their devotions. It teaches us to say, * Grace be with all them that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” But with the existence and 
exercise of this charity, touching the manner in which others conduct 
their public services, it is also necessary that we should know the 
fitness and beauty of ourown. We should be able to give unto every 
man that asketh us a reason, why we address God ina form rather 
than in extempore prayer. If any think themselves more edified by 
this latter mode of publick worship, we rejoice that their souls are be- 
nefitted. We ought not, however, to be insensible to our own advan- 
tages: much less should we allow, that the use of a prescribed form 
of prayer is attended with the smallest disadvantage to the soul of 
the worshipper. 

The Liturgy, then, of the Church of England, has been the means, 
by the blessing of God, of keeping alive, in a great degree, the knowl- 
edge of the truth as it is in Jesus, from the period of the reformation 
to the present hour. Amidst the darkness with which the supersti- 
tions of popery had overspread the land, champions of the faith arose, 
who (themselves taught of God) endeavoured to make others wise 
unto salvation. They could not have devised a better method of 
spreading the knowledge of true religion (if we except the circula- 
tion of the scriptures which they zealously promoted) than the com- 
position of a scriptural liturgy. For if they had only used extempore 
prayer, however sound and fervent, still each congregation in those 
ill-informed days would, at their decease, have been often left to the 
erroneous views or dangerous ignorance of their successors. But, hav- 
ing composed a liturgy, they left it for the instruction and blessing of 
those, who should enter into their labours when they had entered into 
life eternal, as Elijah left his mantle for the benefit of Elisha, and the 
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people among whom he prophesied. They have given to the Church 
a standard of divine truth, which cannot fluctuate with the sentiments 
of its ministers. They have given us a form of prayer, boldly and 
faithfully declaring the great truths of salvation—the trinity in unity 
—the fail of man—the incarnation and death of the Son of God—the 
necessity of salvation by his cross—the necessity of renewal unto ho- 
liness by the grace and influence of the spirit of God—and the duty of 
proving the sincerity of our faith by the holiness of our lives. They 
have given us an invaluable safe guard against the whims, and errors, 
and dangerous speculations of innovating ages and restless men. So 
that, ifthe Almighty, in awful retribution upon the world for their un- 
faithful use of the gospel of his mercy, should permit a period to ar- 
rive, in which the doctrines of Christianity shall be changed, and his 
Son, should he come, would scarcely find faith upon the earth; this 
liturgy will be as the ark in the ancient temple, in which posterity 
may find samples of the manna with which their fathers were fed ;— 
proofs of the substance and quality of that bread of life which came 
down from heaven. 

A prescribed liturgy, known to the people, and in which they are 
themselves continually called to take part, must surely excite more 
interest than one to which the congregation are always for the first 
time listeners. The one is social, the other is in a degree solitary 
prayer. In the liturgy of the Church of England, the people have an 
active service as well as the priest. In extempore prayer, one indi- 
vidual is the advocate for all: in a spiritual and scriptural liturgy, 
every one prays for himself, for his fellow-worshippers, and for the 
whole church of Christ. Each individual, moreover, knows exactly 
what the minister is atout to say: he cannot therefore doubt whether 
he may give his cordial ‘* Amen” to the petition. He is not obliged 
to think over the propriety of what has been said, while the minister 
passes on without him to some other subject ; but he may accompany 
the prayer, sentence by sentence, in its ascent to the throne of grace. 
He is thus left to the more unfettered devotion of the heart and affec- 
tions. He is more-at liberty to be humble in confession, earnest in 
prayer, fervent and grateful in praise. Pleasant and elevating is surely 
the scene, which the christian temple exhibits, when the priest and 
the people are as one to make the same offering to the Lord—when 
the same sound proceeds from the lispings of infancy and from the 
tremulous voice of age and weakness. 

In immediate union with this social feeling, may well stand another, 
arising from the cheering and delightful persuasion, that not only in 
the particular sanctuary where we are assembled, but in every other 
temple, frequented by those of our own communion, the same words 
are addressed to the God of the spirits of all flesh. Let it not be 
said that such a feeling is the mere creature of imagination. If when 
the window was opened in heaven to the eye of him in Patmos, and 
he was permitted to behold the employments, and hear the services, 
and share, as it were, the sabbaths of the blessed, he saw any glimpse 
of the stupendous reality, he must have witnessed the universal ado- 
ration—he must have listened to the universal hymn, to which every 

















































TARRNGRIT TT He PAT RPS - 
RP er some See we Rik ines ti'gs. Mee 
TORIES (na aaa i 1. Mala ae eat 


D MR 





oe 


Pa Gea 


alt 


1824.] Essays on the Liturgy—WNo. Il. 267 


voice, unnumbered as the myriads were who sang, gave utterance. 
«« Every creature which is in heaven, and in the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honours, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb for ever and ever.” 
There is surely something animating, something encouraging, some- 
thing delightful in the persuasion, that while our own prayers are 
rising up to God through the great Intercessor, our brethren in every 
part of the empire—nay among every climate and people, tongue 
and nation, are making the same sounds to be heard on earth and in 
heaven. 

It is very commonly objected to the liturgy that it bends us down 
to the same form of expression, and hinders copiousness and variety 
by which prayer might otherwise be distinguished. If, however, the 
prescribed form include every general subject of prayer, which is es- 
pecially proper for public worship ; if it embrace mercies, temporal 
and spiritual, for the body and soul, for earth and heaven, for our- 
selves and others, for individuals and the church, this very circum- 
stance is surely rather a ground of satisfaction than of objection, Now 
the liturgy of the Church of England is confessedly thus comprehen- 
sive. It includes the sum and substance of all the requests, which a 
sinner under a covenant of mercy can publickly make to God; and 
what it does not contain is rather the object of private petition. It 
was composed by men whose learning, knowledge and sanctity, made 
them the light and admiration of the age in which they lived, and of 
all succeeding times. It was composed by men who deeply felt in 
their own hearts the power of religion, and of whom several sealed 
their belief by a death of martyrdom, It is the perfection of any 
composition, that it should contain every thing necessary, and noth- 
ing redundant ; and to this praise the fathers of the Church of Eng- 
land, men whose names are blessed for ever, have attained in the 
composition, and compilation of his liturgy. 

Let it also be remembered, that if the common prayer be a form, 
so is every prayer which a minister makes in public, whether deliv- 
ered from memory, as by some, or without previous thought as by 
others. The only difference is, that in the one case, the selection 
was made by such men as have been described, from all the vast and 
varied stores of devotion, through every age of the Redeemer’s 
Church ; and in the other, it is the composition or selection of an in- 
dividual, often without previous study, and upon the spur of the mo- 
ment. In the one case we are bound by the prayer of the holiest 
and the wisest men, who have lived and died in the cause of the 
gospel: in the other we are bound by the extempore prayer of the 
minister; it may be of a wise, it may be of an unwise servant of the 
sanctuary. Whether of these two forms claims the greatest respect 
and reverence, it is surely not difficult to decide. ‘* ‘To lead the de- 
votions of a congregation in extempore prayer, is a work for which 
few are qualified. An extensive knowledge of the scriptures must be 
combined with fervent piety and a sound judgment, in order to fit a 
minister for such an undertaking: and perhaps there is hardly an 
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humble pastor of a flock, who, after engaging often in that arduous 
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work, does not often wish, that a suitable form were prepared for 
himself, and for the worshippers of his own communion.” 

It has also been objected, that the same unvaried form of prayer 
produces listlessness, inattention and weariness. ‘* That constant re- 
petition does not so forcibly arrest the attention as new sentiments 
and expressions,’ cannot fora moment be doubted. On the other 
hand, however, the use of a well composed form secures us against 
the dull and tedious repetitions, which too frequently mark extem- 
pore supplication. Only let us feel our hearts drawn out in humble 
desire, and we shall be more likely to have them elevated to heaven 
by the liturgy of the Church of England than by the generality of 
prayers, which are heard within other walls. If the contrary dispo- 
sition be felt, a sincere and serious self examination would probably 
convince us, that the fault lay, not with the worship, but with the 
worshippers ; not with the formality of the service, but with the for- 
mality of the heart. 

It is too commonly supposed that if the imagination be pleased, 
and the spirits elevated in prayer, the heart is also enlarged and edi- 
fied. And this errour lies at the root of that preference, which is of- 
ten given to extempore prayer over the liturgy of the established 
church. Real spiritual benefit, however, consists in humility of heart, 
in the increasing love of holiness: and such a state of mind is 
more valuable than all the mere warmth of feeling that ever was pro- 
duced. We are to be impressed with solid truth, not with fluent ex- 
pressions ; and if we can really desire what the Church of England 
directs us to seek from God, we need not regret that our fancy was 
not gratified, nor our spirits raised by the charm of novelty, fluency, 
and human eloquence. It is certain, that persons may be very co- 
pious in the language, while they are unvisited by the spirit of pray- 
er. It is equally certain, that men may be fervent in spirit serving 
the Lord in prescribed petition: and therefore, it is also certain, that 
the presence and influence of the Holy Spirit may rest upon them for 
a blessing. 

Omitting many other reasons, which might be added, what has 
now been offered, may not be wholly useless, to show us some of our 
great and valuable privileges in the public services of the Church of 
England. May they also serve to show us, how great are our respon- 
sibilities to God for the possession of such formularies! ‘* To whom 
much is given, from them will much be required.” 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


PRACTICAL REMARKS ON 2 SAMUEL X. 5. 


“ Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown.” 


I am not a clergyman Mr. Editor; and of course do not write ser- 
mons. But in reflecting upon a passage of scripture, I sometimes 
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arrange the practical instruction which it seems to me calculated to 
give, under distinct heads, dwelling a little upon each—somewhat in 
the manner of that part of a sermon which in this country has often 
been called, rather quaintly, the improvement. The other day, | was 
led, no matter by what circumstance, to call to mind the passage 
which I have placed at the head of these remarks ; and I have con- 
cluded to send you the result of my reflections. 

“‘ Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown.” The first lesson 
of instruction which I deduce from these words is, that there are cer- 
tain particulars in which it is proper for every man, however eleva- 
ted his situation or his character, to conform himself to the habits and 
opinions of those about him. In matters of high importance—of 
faith and conscience,—each man should doubtless act according to the 
dictates of his own judgment; taking due care that that judgment be 
properly enlightened. But in the less important affairs of life, such as 
dress and manners, &c. a wise man will so far conform to the customs 
of his times as to avoid all unnecessary singularity. It may seem to 
many altogether needless to caution christians at the present day 
against an errour of this kind, there being so little probability of its 
prevailing to any considerable extent. It is doubtless true that there 
is much more danger of a sinful conformity to the world, in temper 
and spirit, than of any unnecessary solicitude to rise above its al- 
lurements, and to be transformed into the holy image of our divine 
master. Yet there are not wanting those who assume an austerity 
in their deportment, or a peculiarity in their appearance and man- 
ners, which has little to do with the temper and disposition of the 
heart, and for the observance of which the gospel furnishes neither 
precept nor motive. Some appear even to make this rigid attention 
to external things a sort of substitute for that cultivation of pure and 
holy affections in the heart, which is the essence and the fruit of true 
religion ; as if an ungracious deportment, which is not unfrequently 
the offspring of pride and obstinacy, were of more value in the sight 
of God than that humble imitation of the example of Christ which 
yields to the innocent customs of society, while it strives to acquire 
something of that meek and quiet spirit, and of that purity and holi- 
ness of heart and life which were perfect only in him. There are 
others, who affect a singularity of manners and conduct, for the ex- 
press purpose of exciting opposition ; and the reproach and ridicule 
which they thus bring upon themselves they account “taking up the 
cross of Christ,” and “ suffering shame for his name.” Alas, is it 
not a cross sufficiently heavy for the humble follower of Jesus to 
bear, to mortify the flesh with its affections and lusts, to be obliged 
constantly to struggle against the wayward passions of an evil heart, 
and at all times, and in all places, to resist the temptations of a pow- 
erful adversary, who is ever watchful to destroy him. Yet these per- 
sons are not satisfied to war a holy warfare only with their corrupt 
passions. They must have “ fightings without,’ even among their 
dearest friends, as well as “ fightings within ;” and rather than fail 
of them, they are content to put themselves in the wrong to excite 
them. Thus ahey take praise to themselves and flatter their self 
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righteous spirit, by fancying they are suffering for the cause of reli- 
gion, when in fact they are only suffering the natural consequences of 
their own misconduct, and are bringing shame and reproach upon the 
holy religion which they profess, by the indulgence of their unsanc- 
tified and perverse tempers. The ambassadors of David did not look 
upon it as so desirable a matter to encounter the reproach and ridicule 
of opposing the customs of the society in which they lived. A pow- 
erful monarch as he was, might easily have protected them from the un- 
pleasant consequences of such ridicule, especially since they became 
subject to it by exposing themselves in his service; or if they had 
then learned the customs of refined christian nations, in modern times, 
they might have defended themselves from the ridicule to which their 
peculiar appearance exposed them, by challenging to single combat 
those who should take notice of it; and thus wash away their re- 
proach among men, in the blood of their friends. But they chose not 
to oppose themSelves thus to the customs of their country, they sent 
notice of their situation to their master and king ; and he, so far from 
disapproving of their modesty, bade them remain in seclusion until 
they could appear again in publick without doing violence to the habits 
and feelings of society. Let all those who pride themselves in their 
eccentricities, or who study to depart from or disregard the innocent 
customs of the world, Jearn in like manner to “ tarry at Jericho until 
their beards be grown.” 

2. We may learn from the precept of David in this instance, the 
nnpolicy, not to say the danger, of unnecessarily interfering with, 
or encroaching upon, customs which have been long established ; even 
where those customs are in themselves of little importance. The 
growth of the beard, although it was regarded by the Jews in the 
time of David as a mark of wisdom and respectability, was in itself a 
matter of no moment; as is sufficiently shown by the customs of our 
own age. And had this powerful prince, thought proper to change 
the customs of his people in a circumstance so immaterial, he had only 
to appoint the individuals, who had been thus insulted by his enemies 
to high honour, and the fashion would doubtless have been readily 
followed by all about them; until what had been intended as a re- 
proach would have become a mark of distinction. But the wisdom 
and good sense, which peculiarly mark his character, deterred him 
from interfering wantonly will a custom, which though unimportant, 
was innocent. He chose rather to suffer the inconvenience of a tem- 
porary loss of the services of his ambassadors, who, from the office 
they had just filled were doubtless among his most distinguished men, 
and at a time when he was preparing for active war, than to set an 
exainple to his people of causeless innovation and love of change. 

There are many among us who might learn wisdom from this exam- 
ple of David. This is peculiarly an age of improvement; an age 
rather in which the rage for improvement prevails to such an extent 
that we are in danger of forgetting that innovation and change do not 
necessarily imply improvement. In this country especially we have 
improved, and improved, until we are almost ready to contend with 
the whole world, and compel them to adopt our improvements. The 
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present age is so enlightened that every thing that is old must of course 
be changed and improved. We have fallen in love with civil commo- 
tions and revolutions, because governments which have endured for 
centuries must be susceptible of improvement, and we would see them 
violently overturned by the ignorant and most worthless of their sub- 
jects that they may be improved. Even the doctrines and the discipline 
of our holy religion must be changed and improved, to fit it to the 
state of so enlightened and learned an age. As if the stream should 
become more pure, the farther it flows from its chrystal fountain. I 
do not by any means deny that there are occasions in which change 
becomes improvement. I speak here of that restlessness which fan- 
cies improvement in every innovation upon what has been long esta- 
blished, and which would overturn all that is settled in governments or 
religion, or in the good order of society, and think the change an im- 
provement. To such rash innovation I would address the language 
of David, “‘ Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown.” 

3. We may learn from this transaction, the duty of checking the 
indulgence of angry passions, even under the greatest provocations. 
It is unhappily the custom of modern, and even christian nations, in 
time of war to excite and influence as much as possible the passions 
of the people against each other, in order to induce them to enter 
more heartily into the contest. And there are those who, even in 
a time of peace, seem to take delight in stirring up jealousies and 
strife among the inhabitants of rival nations, as if they were afraid 
they would not sufficiently hate each other in time of war. We are 
hardly accounted lovers of our own country, unless we are willing to 
join in vilifying others. Such was not the example set by the pious 
David to his people. Who could so effectually have stirred up the 
indignation of his subjects, and influenced their hatred against his en- 
emies, as those who had been themselves exposed to their insults ? 
Yet he did not send them about among his people to excite their 
minds to such a hatred, in order to prepare them for the warfare ; but 
bade them remain in retirement. We must have wars and fightings 
among us; and although it is true that they proceed from the lusts of 
men, yet it is equally so that war is sometimes necessary and justifi- 
able. In such a case, how desirable would it be that the contest should 
be conducted in a manner and spirit consistent with the avowed prin- 
ciples of a christian people. How much would such a temper dimin- 
ish the horrours, (at best sufficiently dreadful) of this last appeal of 
nations. 

We may also apply this lesson of forbearance under injuries to the 
collisions which arise in the more private and ordinary intercourse of 
society. I speak not here of duelling, for that is a practice so en- 
tirely in opposition to every precept of our religion, that [ cannot con- 
ceive that any christian can for a moment excuse it under any cir- 
cumstances. But there are occurrences which not a litile try the tem- 
pers of those who never entertain the thought of setting at defiance the 
most solemn Jaws, human and divine. In an evil and corrupt world, 
contentions will sometimes be excited ; and it is too much the prac- 
tice, even among christians, for a man to regard the injury he may 
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have received, as an excuse for indulging ‘‘ bitterness and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking’’ against his opponent. But 
let the christian ‘‘ tarry at Jericho ;” let him pause and reflect, that 
the injury or the insult which he believes he has received, may not 
have been real, or it may not have been intended, and will speedily 
be repaired. At all events, if it becomes necessary for him to seek 
redress, let him do it with moderation, in the spirit of meekness and 
forbearance, and not as if in the gratification of an angry, resentful 
temper. 

4. These words, taken by themselves, teach a useful lesson, espe- 
cially to the young, to beware of pressing too confidently into the 
offices and duties which properly belong to their seniors and superiors. 
In every rank and department in life, boys are impatient to be thought 
men, aud young men are eager to anticipate the employments and 
the responsibilities of their riper years. The apprentice looks for- 
ward to the period which shall release him from his obligations to his 
master, with a feverish anxiety to be himself a man; and if‘is not un- 
common to see him purchase a premature freedom from these obliga- 
tions, or seize upon it by a criminal elopement,—as if to be a youth, 
and to perform the duties of youth, were to be a slave. The student 
in medicine is often anxious to put in practice the elements of wis- 
dom, which a few months study have taught him, and he complains 
of the restraints which the prudence of his superiors in the profes- 
sion and their respect for human life, have placed upon his premature 
zeal, as a tyrannical imposition proceeding perhaps from their jealousy 
of his merits or their apprehensions of his successful rivalry. The 
law student sees the same oppression in the rules which require him 
to go through a prescribed course of study, before he can be admit- 
ted to the privileges of the profession. Even in the sacred offices of 
our holy religion, we find young men impatient to assume the tre- 
mendous responsibilities of a station, in which if they fail of their duty, 
the blood of those committed to their charge will be required at their 
hands. Is it so easy a thing to the frail children of fallen man, to 
‘“‘ be wise as serpents, and harmless as doves ;”’ is it so light a thing 
to be answerable, in some sense, for the eternal welfare of hundreds 
of immortal beings, that young men would rush into so holy, so awful 
an office, with less preparation than is required of the candidates for 
any of the professions or employments which relate only to the con- 
cerns of this life? Yet they even charge with unworthy motives those 
who would check their mad presumption. ‘They are jealous perhaps 
of the brilliancy of their talents; or peradventure feel an apprehen- 
sion that the soundness of their doctrine, or the pungency of their 
preaching, will mock the unscriptural views or the unprofitable pre- 
cepts of those who have long taught the ways of the Lord ;—or that 
the ardour of their young zeal will reproach their coldness and indif- 
ference to the prosperity of the Church of God, and the salvation of 
men. Thus men become wiser than their teachers, before they have 
scarcely passed the period of pupilage. Nay they become estranged 
from the guardians and guides of their earlier years, the counsellors 
and friends of their opening youth, because the counsels of their 













+3 
* 





é 
Fe 
ss 
ry 









































at r righ ms 


taker 














1824.] Practical Remarks on 2 Samuel x. 5. 273 
riper years do not aid the aspiring schemes of their premature ambi- 
tion. 

Is it then true, that men become indifferent to the well being of 
society, as soon as they become fixed in their several empioyments ? 
That as their interest in the reputation and prosperity of their profes- 
sions increases, their regard for the character and standing of those 
who are to fill them, diminishes? Is it true that those who have !a- 
boured in the vineyard of the Lord “ through evil report and good re- 
port,” who have borne the heat and burden of the day, who have for 
years been day and night praying * the Lord of the barvest to send 
forth labourers into his harvest,’ is it true, that such men can forget 
all their labours and their prayers, and their responsibility to their 
Divine Master, and lose all their desire for the prosperity of the 
Church, and their love for the souls of men, in the silly fear that some 
beardless boy, some half-educated youth, will outdo their labours, or 
eclipse their usefulness? No; fallen and degraded as our race is, 
these are not the men to be governed by motives so unholy. And 
those who, to sooth the mortification of a premature and disappointed 
ambition, feed their vanity at the expense of the wisdom and virtue of 
their superiors, may surely be exhorted to “tarry at Jericho until 
their beards be grown.” 

Yet let them not wait in idleness. Let them not waste their youth 
in indolent inactivity, nor worse than waste it in a frivolous pursuit of 
the gayeties and pleasures of a vain world. Think you that the offi- 
cers of king David loitered away the period of their retirement in in- 
dolence or amusements ? No, I doubt not, they busily prepared them- 
selves for the approaching warfare ; they made ready their arms. and 
burnished their armour, and diligently exercised themselves in feats of 
manly strength. In like manner it becomes us, and especially does 
it become those who are, or who intend to be, ministers of Jesus 
Christ, to “* put on the whole armour of God.” It -is not the symbol 
of manhood upon the chin, nay, nor the gray hairs of old age, that 
can confer wisdom and knowledge. It is the hand only of the diligent 
that maketh rich, in the stores of mental wealth, as well as in the 
riches of the world. Young men in other professions are compelled 
to diligence in the early part of their professional lives, by the neces- 
sity of great exertion, to lay the foundation of their prosperity Their 
progress in business is gradual, and in some measure proportioned to 
their continued diligence. But with the young clergyman it is dif- 
ferent. When he obtains his parish, bis reward (so iar as his reward 
relates to the things of this life) is permanentiy fixed, and is no longer 
measured by the extent of his own labours. Not having therefore the 
stimulus of necessity to excite him, be is in danger of yielding to that 
proneness to indolence which forms one of the strongest features of the 
human character. At the same time he is liable to be led astray by 
the attention always paid to what is new, and to misiake the allow- 
ances at first made by an indulgent audience to the weil-meaut eiloris 
of a young preacher, as commendations to the merit of his performan- 
ces. Thus he is tempted to neglect that laborious study, without 
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which he can never be properly fitted for the high duties of his holy 


office ; for undeserved praise of a vain man always encourages him in 
idleness, while the well-earned approbation bestowed on a modest 
and industrious man as surely stimulates him to greater activity. 
** You cannot long lade water out of a tub, without reaching the bot- 
tom,”’ was the saying of an uneducated, but a modest and pious cler- 
gyman of my acquaintance ; and he showed his sense of the justness 
and importance of his maxim, by refusing to assume the pastoral of- 
fice. He had strong natural powers; and these, enforced by great 
worth of character, and earnestness of purpose, enabled him to preach 
a few sermons with no small ability and effect. But he was too old 
to begin to study, and too conscious of his limited knowledge to suffer 
himself to be placed in a situation where he should soon be reduced 
to the necessity of only repeating what he had already said, while it 
would be constantly diluted and weakened by every repetition. The 
minister who goes on writing sermons with but little or no diligent 
study, soon gets to feeding his people neither with milk, nor with 
strong meat, but with chaff. 


| 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


An Address, delivered at the laying of the Corner Stone of St. Mary’s 
Church, New York, on Tuesday the 15th of June, 1824. By Ben- 
samin T. Onperponx, A. M. an Assistant Minister of Trinity 
Church, New York, and Professor of the Nature, Ministry, and Po- 
lity of the Church, in the General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States.—Published at 
the request of the Wardens and Vestry of St. Mary’s Church, and 
of the Clergy present at its delivery. 


Tue occasion which has drawn us together at this time, is one of very 
interesting importance. It is to witness the ceremony of laying the 
corner stone of an edifice, to be consecrated to that service of Almigh- 
ty God which consists in the due administration of the sacraments, 
ordinances, and institutions of his holy church. The usage of solem- 
nizing such an event, is agreeable to both the dictates of sound reason, 
and the sensibilities of true piety. A church may be considered asa 
centre, whence the blessings of religion, in reference to both time and 
eternity, are to be diffused througha portion of the community. Year 
after year, and age after age, we may hope that this spot will be hal- 
lowed to the true service of that God who delights to honour the 
people who honour him, and who, for ten righteous men therein, 
would have arrested the execution of his just purpose against the 
wicked cities of the plain ;* and to the dissemination of those princi- 
ples which are the most effectual in forming faithful magistrates, good 
citizens, and virtuous members of society, adorning every social and 


* Genesis xviii. 32. 
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domestick connexion, and diffusing around them happiness and peace. 
And when the eternal distinction will have been made between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God, and him that 
serveth him not, we may humbly hope that many subjects of the great 
salvation will have been made such, through the merits of Christ’s 
atonement, by the divine blessing upon the ordinances and instruc- 
tions to which they will have here had access. 

Requested by the rector of this parish,* who is necessarily absent, 
to add to the solemnities of the present occasion an appropriate ad- 
dress, | have thought that it would be neither uninteresting nor useless 
to take a brief notice of the erection, in this city, of the several 
churches and chapels in our communion. 

An hundred and sixty years ago, to wit, in the year 1664, a chapel, 
attached to a fort erected on the spot now occupied by the range of 
buildings in front of the south end of the bowling-green, in which, 
while this was a Dutch colony, the service of the “church of Holland 
had been performed, became, of course, with a change of government, 
a place of worship according to the rites of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, then the Church of England in America. This chapel was 
destroyed by fire in 1741. 

But the first church erected expressly for the members of our com- 
munion, was Trinity cHurcH, built inthe year 1696. It was origi- 
nally a small edifice ; but was enlarged in 1735, and again in 1737, 
These enlargements increased its dimensions to the length of 148 feet, 
and the breadth of 72 feet, with a steeple 175 feet in height. 

This noble and venerable edifice was destroyed in the memorable 
fire of September, 1776, which laid waste a great part of the southern 
and western sections of the city. 

After the revolution, Trinity church was rebuilt in its present form, 
and consecrated in the year 1791. 

The increase of the parish of Trinity church led, in 1752, to the 
erection of St. Georce’s cHaret. The congregation worshipping in 
this edifice became, by terms of agreement with the vestry, a distinct 
parish in 1811. In January, 1814, their church was so nearly de- 
stroyed by fire as to render necessary almost entire rebuilding ; which 
was soon effected, and the church consecrated in November, 1815. 

Fourteen years after the erection of St. George’s, to wit, A. D. 1766, 
St. Pauy’s cuarpet was built. This still continues in its original 
connexion with Trinity church. 

These three edifices, Trinity church, and St. George’s and St, 
Paul’s chapels, were the only buildings erected for the worship of 
our communion prior to the revolution. Since that event, the follow- 
ing have been added. 

For the accommodation of the members of Trinity church inhabit- 
ing that section of the parish, the vestry erected, on ground appro- 
priated to the purpose on the estate of Peter Stuyvesant, Esq. St. 
Marx's cnurcn, which was consecrated in 1799, This, however, 


* The Rey, William Richmond. 
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not being designed to be retained as a chapel, was conveyed to the 
corporation of St. Mark’s, on the legal establishment of that body. 

In 1802, the churches in union with this diocese received the ac- 
cession of Carist cuurncn. ‘This building bad been erected in 1794, 
by certain members of Trinity church, seceding from that parish ; and 
the services of our ritual had been performed therein by a presbyter 
of our church, ‘The receiving, however, of the congregation into 
union with the convention, did not take place until the year above- 
mentioned, 1802 

‘he corporation of this parish, with a zeal and enterprise highly 
creditable to them, bave erected, in another part of the city, a new 
parish church, which, of course by the name of Christ church, was 
consecrated on EKaster-even, 1823, ‘Their former parish chureb, hav- 
ing been sold, ts now occupied by another congregation, in which the 
services of our church are periormed by a clergyman of this diocese. 
This parish is not yet in union with the convention. It is to be hoped 
that al) obstacles to an event so desirable to the friends of the unity 
and barmony of the church of Chiist, will soon be removed. 

In 1803, an ancient . building, the oidest religious edifice in the 
city, was added to our number of churches, by the name oi the Cuurca 
pu St. Espait. ‘This buiiding was erected as early as the year 
1704, by the French Protestants, who fled from their country after 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz, and who here worshipped in 
their native tongue. The interiour, having been destroyed during the 
war of the revolution, was renewed subsequently to that event: and 
in the year 1803, the minister and congregation having determined to 
conform to the Protestant Episcopal Church, their church was conse- 
crated, and the pastor, who, as well as his predecessors, had been or- 
dained on the principles of the Reformed Church of Geneva, was ad- 
mitted into boly orders by the then bishop of the diocese. In this 
church, our services are performed in the French language. 

‘The pastor of the English Lutheran Church in this city having car- 
ried into effect a determination to receive episcopal orders, and con- 
nect himself with our church, several members of his former congre- 
gation, in connexion with a number already belonging to our com- 
munion, erected St. StepHen’s cuHurcu, which was consecrated in 
1805. 

In 1807, St. Joun’s cuarex, erected by the vestry of Trinity 
church, was consecrated; and at a subsequent period of the same 
year, St. MicuakeL’s CHURCH. 

In 1808, the same solemnity was performed in Grace cnurcn, 
then just erected by the vestry of Trinity church. This, like St. 
Marks, not being designed for a chapel, was transferred to the cor- 
poration of Grace church, when duly constituted. 

In 1810, the English Lutheran congregation abovementioned, with 
their then pastor, having determined to connect themselves with our 
communion, their church, which was erected in 1801, and had been 
known as ZION CHURCH, Was consecrated by the same name ; their 
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pastor admitted into holy orders; and the parish duly organized as 
a Protestant Episcopal church. 

This church, too, was destroyed by fire. The event occurred in 
August, 1815; and involved in its consequences, added to the in- 
cumbrance of a large debt, the removal of the rector, and the extinc- 
tion of the parish. 

In the same year, 1810, St. James’s cuurncn was finished and con- 
secrated, 

A very worthy and liberal member of our communion, at the sale 
of its property which was made at the dissolution of the corporation 
of Zion church, purchased the ground on which the building had 
stood, together with as much of a new edifice as the vestry had been 
enabled to complete, with the laudable design of retaining them until 
some purchasers presented themselves, who would finish the rebuild- 
ing, and restore an Episcopal church to that part of the city. Six 
gentlemen of the old parish of Zion church became the purchasers at 
cost; and with aid from the funds of Trinity church, completed the 
present Zion cuurcu, which was consecrated in October, 1818 ; and 
the congregation of which, in due time, became legally organized. 

At an early period of the church in this city, the spiritual care of 
her coloured members occupied the attention of the mother-church of 
England. Clergymen of that church, besides rendering general as- 
sistance in the parish of Trinity church, were employed by the So- 
ciety for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, as catechists for 
the special instruction of the blacks. For many years, too, after the 
revolution, that portion of our fellow members of the church were 
allowed to assemble by themselves, in a suitable apartment, every 
Sunday, at an hour not interfering with the stated morning and evening 
services of the church. In these assemblies, laymen (the last of 
whom was a coloured man) were, from time to time, licensed by the 
bishop to officiate, in the absence of a clergyman, by conducting the 
evening prayer, reading approved sermons, and catechising the chil- 
dren. 

Our coloured members, however, so increased in number, that the 
accommodations assigned to them in our several churches and chapels 
became insufficient. ‘The benevolent project then began to be en- 
tertained of following the example of the Epicopalians in Philadel- 
phia, by providing them with a church and pastor of their own. The 
former branch of this plan was carried into effect, partly by a dona- 
tion from Trinity church, and partly by individual beneficence, in 
the erection of the building which was consecrated by the name of 
St. Parir’s cuurcn, in July, 1819; and the latter, by the subse- 
quent ordination of the coloured layman, who, as before mentioned, 
had been licensed to act among his brethren, as catechist and lay- 
reader. 

In the case of this church, also, we were called to lament over the 
ravages of the destroying element. In less than three years after its 
erection—to -wit, in December, 1821—it was consumed by fire. 
This fact, however, ought not to be recorded, without noticing the 
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care and prudence of the vestry, which cannot be too much applaud- 
ed, or too generally imitated, in insuring their church. This enabled 
them to proceed, without loss of time, to erect, on the same founda- 
tion, the present St. Philip’s church, which was consecrated in De- 
cember, 1822. 

The idea, long anxiously entertained, of establishing a parish in 
that part of the city which includes the village of Greenwich, was car- 
ried into effect in the fall of 1820. The congregation met in a suit- 
able apartment, until Ascension Day, 1822, when St. Luxe’s cuurcn, 
which they had erected with great enterprise, was consecrated. 

In December, 1823, the parish on whose concerns we are now as- 
sembled, was duly organized, and soon, on this spot, we hope to wit- 
ness the consecration of a temple, to be styled, in honour of the 
mother of our blessed Lord, St. Mary’s cuurcn * 

We have reason, too, confidently to trust, that by the good provi- 
dence of God, our anticipation of a speedy accession to the number 
of our churches, is not to be limited to the erection of that now just 
in its commencement. 

Soon after the organization of this parish, St. Taomas’s cuurcu was 
incorporated ; and we may hope to be soon called to witness the 
laying of the corner stone of its parish church, a building in which 
we may anticipate an ornament to one of the finest portions of our 
city, and a memorial, both of the pious enterprise and liberality of 
the very respectable members of our church who have embarked in 
the undertaking, and of the architectural taste and skill of the age. 

For a long course of years, the anxious thoughts and wishes of the 
members of our church have been directed towards the rapidly in- 
creasing, and, in spiritual matters, peculiarly destitute, eastern sec- 
tion of the city. A few weeks ago, we were gratified by the fact of 
the organization there of Att Saints’ cHurcn, under auspices which, 
notwithstanding peculiar difficulties, and especially the discourage- 
ment of a late abortive attempt, promise to add to our communion a 
large and respectable congregation, and soon to adorn our city with 
another temple of the Living God. 

To this detail respecting the ‘churches in our city, it can be neither 
improper nor unacceptable to notice the recently commenced erec- 
tion of a new one in the neighbouring village of Brooklyn, a village 
so nearly connected with New York, in interest, character, progres- 
sive improvement, and the intimate relationship, and incessant inter- 
course, of their respective inhabitants, that it may be considered as 
virtually a part of the city. 

The building formerly known as St. Ann’s cnurcn, in that village, 
was purchased by the Protestant Episcopal congregation in 1788, and 


* The congregation now incorporated as St. Mary’s church has, since March, 
1821, been in the habit of regularly assembling for publick worship under the 
services of a young gentleman, preparing for holy orders, and: now a member of 
the vestry, who has been licensed by the bishop as a lay-reader; and to whose 
faithful and persevering exertions, under God, the present fair prospects of St. 
Mary’s church are principally to be attributed. 
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was consecrated in 1789, being, it is believed, the first church that 
was consecrated in this diocese. Proving, however, too small, it was 
taken down after the erection of the present church, which was con- 
secrated in May, 1805. Such has been the happy increase of the pa- 
risb, that the corner stone of a still larger church, to be known by the 
same name, and to be a substitute for the present one, was laid in 
March last ; and the building is now in progress. 

The review, my brethren, which we have now taken, should dic- 
tate the grateful and devout reflection, ‘* Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.”* By his blessing, the members of our communion in 
this city have been enabled to erect (including those rebuilt after de- 
struction by fire) seventeen churches and chapels, principally large 
and handsome edifices. And three, erected by other denominations, 
have been added to our number. 

The publick worship of Almighty God is now statedly celebrated 
in this city, according to the primitive and evangelical ritual of our 
church, and publick religious instruction is regularly imparted, accord- 
ing to her equally primitive and evangelical principles, in fifteen tem- 
ples devoted to the honour of his name. The neat and commodious 
edifice designed to be erected on this spot, will, of course, be the six- 
teenth. God grant his blessing on the enterprise and zeal which are 
now prosecuting the pious design of its erection! This enterprise and 
zeal are the more commendable, because they were not excited, and 
are not encouraged, by the promise or hope of any assistance from 
those funds of the original parish in this city, which, when capable of 
it, imparted aid in every direction, but now are scarcely equal to the 
support of the establishment for which they were originally designed, 
and to which they were granted. 

It, surely, is high time that the spell of dependence on these funds, 
which has kept the most numerous and most wealthy denomination 
in the city behind others in pious enterprise and liberality, should be 
broken. Those of our members who are really acquainted with 
their church, know that in her doctrines, ministry, and worship, she 
comes nearer than any other to the primitive model, and offers facilities 
for advancing the pure and undefiled religion of the gospel, which 
none others possess. Looking, then, at the vast disproportion which 
exists in this great and increasing metropolis, between the popula- 
tion and the means of extending to them the publick ordinances and 
instructions of the gospel, let the love of Christ and of his church 
constrain them to use every effort within their power to increase those 
means, as afforded, with unrivalled excellence, in the institutions of 
their church. 

I should do injustice to my own feelings, and I am confident to 
those of my reverend brethren present at this solemnity, and to those, 
too, I am equally confident, which would be cherished by our be- 
loved and right reverend Father in God, could he now be with us, 
were I to conclude this address without offering my sincere congratu- 


* 1 Samuel vii. 12. 
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lations to my reverend brother, the rector of this parish, and to the 
very respectable gentlemen who are associated with him as its war- 
dens and vestrymen, on the happy event which has now called us 
together. Long, in their respective functions, may they enjoy the 
blessing and the approbation of God! May their parish, provided 
with a neat and commodious church, in which to worship the God of 
their fathers, and be instructed in his holy will, be an ornament and a 
blessing to the communion to which they are attached ; and in their 
connexion with the ecclesiastical body of the diocese, be ever ready 
to give their influence, and their best exertions to promoting the 
order, unity, and prosperity, of the church of Christ. 

The inhabitants of this village* I would congratulate on the pros- 
pect now opening clearly before them, of soon having their little 
hamlet adorned with a neat and modest spire, indicating to the pass- 
ing traveller that God is worshipped in this place. And on this spot, 
presented by the pious liberality of a warden of the church,} and to 
be consecrated to this holy purpose, may God be long worshipped in 
sincerity and truth! May his word and ordinances be attended with 
saving efficacy to many souls in this, and in generations yet tocome ! 
May this sacred establishment, assuming, agreeably to ancient and 
pious usage, the name of her who foresaw that all generations should 
call her blessed,t be also so esteemed by multitudes who will expe- 
rience that it has indeed been to them a blessing—a blessing in time, 
and a blessing through eternity! May it prove “ the hand maid of 
the Lord,”§ bringing, by his nurture and admonition, many sons unto 


glory ! 


The Board of Directors of “ the Massachusetts Episcopal Missionary 
Society and Trustees of the Massachusetts Episcopal Prayer Book 
and Tract Society,” have the satisfaction to present to the Society 
their second annual Report. 


Ir was stated in the first report, that of 23 organized congregations 
in the state of Massachusetts, nine required the attention and care of 
the society, viz, the churches of Marshfield, Bridgewater, Quincy, 
South Boston, Marblehead, Cambridge, Hopkinton, Montague, and 
Ashfield. During the past year another has been formed at Leicester, 
which has received some, and may hereafter require further aid. 

Trinity church, Marshfield, bas been supplied every fourth week, 
by the vigilant services of the Rev. Calvin Wolcott. Divine worship has 
been well attended, and the prospects of the church are more encour- 
aging than they have been for the last three years, The members of 
this little flock have expressed, through Mr. Wolcott, their united 
thanks to the society for its kind regards, and their hopes that it will 
be able to continue its fostering care. The society agreed to pay 


* Manhattanville, in the ninth ward of the city of New York. 
* Jacob Schieffelin, Esq. t St. Luke i. 48, § St. Luke i. 38. 












































- 


SPOR es 





sey A MNRAS 

























Oe A 


PR iat MS 


ete ee 


1824.] Massachusetts Epis. Missionary Society's Report, Gc. 281 


Mr. Wolcott for his services at Marshfield, during the time above- 
mentioned, forty dollars, that being the sum which the bishop bad 
formerly allowed from the Easter collections. It deserves to be re- 
corded, that of this sum, Mr. Wolcott has returned to the society $31 
+55» from the following sources : 


From Trinity church, Marshfield, collected for the benefit of 
the society . : . . ; ° > « 3586 
From St. Andrew’s church, Hanover, collected for do. . 12 10 
«© Mr. A. Ruggles, the proceeds of a missionary field - (174 

** Augustus C. Wolcott, son of the Rev. C. Wolcott, the 
proceeds of a missionary field, cultivated by him - 1 25 

** two daughters of the Rev. C. Wolcott, the produce of 
their industry . ° : ; ; ° ° 1 00 





$31 34 

Thus, through the exertions of their zealous missionary, and the 
members of his parish and family, the society have been enabled to 
supply this destitute parish for three months, at the trifling expense of 
$8 66 cents. 

Trinity church, Bridgewater, has been visited eight Sundays, com- 
mencing the first Sunday in June, by the Rev. John Lauris Blake, 
now residing in Boston, or by clergymen with whom he has exchang- 
ed. The Rev. Calvin Wolcott officiated there three weeks, during 
which time his own parish was supplied by the Rev. William T, Pot- 
ter, who was admitted to deacon’s orders in September last. Mr. 
Wolcott visited about twenty families, baptized two adults and eight 
children, admitted four new communicants, and administered the holy 
communion twice. This parish, he observes, “ is gradually increas- 
ing. Five respectable families have been added during the past 
year; and there is reason to believe that if they could be supplied 
with faithful ministrations for a short time, they would soon be able by 
their own exertions to support aclergyman. They earnestly solicit a 
continuance of the society’s aid, and desire that a clergyman may be 
sent to continue with them during the year. Mr. Blake speaks of the 
parish in the same encouraging manner. Some of its members ex- 
hibit the most exemplary piety, and an ardent attachment to our 
communion. ‘ Ten years ago,” he observes, ** this church had no 
more than a name to live; but its history since that period inspires 
the hope that it will, ere long, enjoy the undivided labours of a cler- 
gyman. When I see,” he continues, ‘a few individuals mixing in 
the common concerns of life with other Christian people, without 
losing any of their attachment to the church, although for a long course 
of years almost wholly deprived of its ministrations; and when I see 
this attachment, whenever a favourable opportunity presents, mani- 
festing itself, although without ostentation, yet in all its original’ener- 
gy; | cannot but admire the power which the formularies of our 
church possess, of effectually securing the affection of her members.” 

36 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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The amount paid by the society for missionary services nearly 
three months, at Bridgewater, is as follows : 


To the Rev. W. T. Potter, for supplying the church at 





_ Hanover during Mr. Wolcott’s absence, three weeks. 4 50 
To the Rey. J. L. Blake, for bis services eight Sundays 32 00 
36 50 

Of this sum, the church at Bridgewater have paid, through 
Mr. Ephraim Sprague, their treasurer B eelgns Me 10 00 
zo 50 


The whole amount, therefore, expended by the society for sup- 
plying this church eleven Sundays, has been $26 3%. It is proper 
to add, that the clergymen here mentioned have bestowed their la- 
bours gratuitously ; the sums mentioned as paid by the society, being 
only their travelling expenses. _ 

Christ church, Quincy, continues to enjoy the constant and regular 
ministrations of the Rev. Benjamin C. Cutler. ‘* The impulse given 
it,” he observes, ‘‘ by the missionary society and the bishop’s fund, 
together with the great exertions of its members, have augmented its 
numbers and annual income, ‘and have given it a permanent and 
important character. The number of communicants is now 32, 3 
having died since January last. Confirmation was administered at 
the Lent Episcopal visitation, to 20 persons. The ordinance of bap- 
tism has been administered to 45 persons, 12 adults, and 33 infants, 
The number of families is upwards of 40, and more than 160 souls 
under my pastoral care. We have reason to hope, that under the 
blessing of Almighty God, this church may, ere long, be entirely in- 
dependent of foreign aid, and remain, by its flourishing condition, a 
constant encouragement to pious liberality, to continue its exertions in 
building up the ‘ waste places of Zion.’ ” 


The society have paid Mr. Cutler for his services during the 

past year ; : : ‘ . . . 100 00 
They have received from the Female Auxiliary Missionary 

Society of Christ church, Quincy, through Mrs, Susan B. 


Clark, treasurer , ‘ ° ° ; 17 10 
' The amount expended by the society for supplying this 82 90 
parish during the year past, is therefore 


St. Michael’s church, Marblehead, continues in a very depressed 
condition. On the 24th of June, 1823, the senior warden of that 
church, addressed a letter to the standing committee on missions, in- 
forming them that the wardens had stated to the bishop, that with the 
assistance of $300, in aid of $200, which the parish could probably 
raise, they might, in two or three years, become a very respectable 
and efficient society.” In consequence of this letter a resolution was 
passed on the 21st of August, 1823, that the sum of $200 be appro- 
priated from the funds of the society for the better support of such 


_, clergymen as the church at Marblehead, with the consent of the 


bishop, should procure; payment to be made quarterly, and to com- 
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mence from the time in which such clergyman should begin to offi- 
ciate permanently in the said church. This resolution was communi- 


cated to the senior warden, by a letter of the same date, of which the 
following is a copy. 


Dear sir,—The committee for missions of the directors of the Mas- 
sachusetts Episcopal Missionary Society, have taken into considera- 
tion the application from your church, and have adopted the vote 
which is given below. You will observe that the assistance given by 
our society, will depend in a great measure upon the efforts made by 
yourselves towards obtaining a clergyman, at the same time that we 
provide that your efforts shall not be rendered ineffectual for the want 
of such aid in furnishing the means of his support, as it will be in 
our power to give. Two hundred dollars a year, is the extent to 
which the society extend their aid in any case, and it is intended to 
do this only where the parish to which it is granted are able to make 
considerable exertions for themselves, 


To this communication no answer was received, and the subsequent 
death of the senior warden has deprived the church of one of its oldest 
and warmest friends. Unfavourable as the state of this parish is, the 
board of directors still retain their hopes that the offer made on the 
part of the society will stimulate the Episcopalians of Marbiehead to 
new exertions; and they cannot but rely on that Divine Providence 
which, in times of greatest need, raises up unexpected succours to 
those who put their trust in Him. 

Christ church, Cambridge, is, if possible, in a still more depressed 
condition than that of Marblehead. On. the 5th of May, 1823, the cor- 
responding secretary addressed a letter to Gardiner Greene, Esq. Hon. 
Thomas L. Winthrop, and George Brinley, Esq. conveying to them a 
request from the bishop as president of the society, that they would 
act as a committee, in conjunction with the wardens of Christ church, 
to ascertain what sum would be necessary to repair the church, and 
the best ways and means of accomplishing so desirable an object. On 
the first of March, 1824, that committee reported, that from an esti- 
mate furnished by the wardens, 3000 dollars appears to be the lowest 
um which would be required to put the building in decent repair. 
Of this sum 900 dollars had been promised, provided the whole could 
be raised; but the committee, after mature deliberation, consider this 
impracticable. The board think it proper to mention that the Demes- 
tick and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, considering the churchat Cambridge as 
important to the interests of the whole union, on account of the num- 
ber of Episcopal students at the university, have appropriated $200 
per annum, towards the support of a clergyman. It is impossible, 
however, for the church to avail itself of this liberal appropriation, un- 
less the building can be put in decent repair. 

The board are happy to state that brighter prospects present them- 
selves in eonsidering the cendition of St. Paul’s church, Hopkinton. 
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In pursuance of a vote of the convention of Massachusetts, at their last 
annual meeting, requesting the bishop to assign to the several rectors 
such destitute parishes as it might be expedient for them to visit, the 
Rey. Mr. Baury was appointed to visit the church at Hopkinton. This 
duty he performed, and his labours, under the Divine blessing, revived 
the drooping spirits of that little and destitute flock. Every time Di- 
vine service was celebrated, the church was filled, and the congrega- 
tion, though unacquainted with our worship, were attentive, and ex- 
pressed themselves gratified. Mr. Baury baptized six children, ad- 
ministered the communion once, and admitted one new communicant. 
In consequence of the strong desire manifested by the wardens to have 
the church opened, the Rev. Mr. Potter was sent to Hopkinton, on 
the 12th of December last, and continued there till the Sunday after 
Christmas. ‘* The attachment,” he writes to the society, ‘‘ of a con- 
siderable number of individuals to our apostolick church, appears to 
be very strong, though the much to be lamented absence of a regularly 
settled clergyman has suffered it in some degree to languish. This 
place presents certainly a very interesting field for the labours of a 
zealous clergyman. I visited among the people as much as the un- 
comfortable passing of winter roads and my short stay would permit. 
I presume they amounted to twenty families; some of whom were 
distant from each other a number of miles. They all expressed a 
wish that the church might be constantly opened, and were anxiously 
looking for the return of the Rev. Mr. Searle. Divine service was 
regularly conducted on the 3d and 4th Sundays in Advent, on Christ- 
mas day, and the following Sunday. Mr. Potter married one couple, 


and visited a sick and dying person. The prospects,” he adds, ‘ of 


building up a respectable congregation so flattering to my wishes on so 
short a visit, would brighten upon a longer residence in this interest- 
ing part of the Lord’s vineyard.’? Mr. Potter returned to Hopkinton 
early in March, where he still continues, and his labours are attended 
with much successs. From 200 to 300 persons usually are present at 
Divine service, most of whom have for years been deprived of publick 
worship. The board are induced to believe that should the Kev. Mr. 
Searle return soon to the United States, and resume his labours in this 
parish, or should Mr. Potter be prevailed upon to continue the socie- 
ty’s missionary there, Hopkinton will be among the most flourishing 
portions of the diocese, and afford the strongest evidence of the good 
resulting from the society’s fostering care. 

Still more cheering information has been received with respect to 
Ashfield, which the society will recollect was mentioned by the di- 
rectors in their last report, as the most important station to which their 
attention could be directed. The Rev. Lot Jones, who at that time 


officiated at Marblehead, having expressed to the directois his belief 
that circumstances justified his removal, was sent, in the month of 


June, 1823, to Ashfield. The directors have received two letters from 
their able and faithful missionary ; one bearing date Seplember 20; 
the other December 23, 1823: from which they submit the following 
extracts : 
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«¢ Ashfield is situated in the county of Franklin, about 16 miles to 


the westward of Greenfield, and 17 northwesterly from Northampton. | 


It contains 1750 inhabitants. ‘There are in the town two Baptist so- 
cieties, one Congregational society, and a few Methodists. 

‘© In 1771, Mr. Jesse Edson, a warden of Trinity church, Bridge- 
water, removed to this town, which was then, comparatively speak- 
ing, a wilderness, and had been incorporated but about seven years. 
Here, though deprived of the privileges he had been accustomed to 
enjoy, and excluded from the communion of that church, which, from 
a careful examination of scripture, he believed to be apostolick in its 
origin; he did not lose his first love. He carried his children forty 
miles in order to have them baptized by one, who, he believed, was 
regularly called to the Christian ministry. Nor did he neglect the 
faithful discharge of his various social and religious duties. ‘This ser- 
vant of the Lord, in the 77th year of his age, led the devotions of a 
small congregation, agreeably to the order of the Episcopal Church. 
He performed the service in a solemn manner, and explained the dif- 
ferent parts of it as he proceeded. He read the discourse of Bishop 
Dehon, from Psalm xlv. 13. ‘ Her clothing is of wrought gold.’ 
This was the first time that our service was publickly performed in 
this town, and occurred on the 7th of April, 1820. On the 15th of 
June, the same year, an Episcopal church was organized. Mr. Edson 
was elected their senior warden. He regards the infant society with 
a parent’s fonduess ; and though he resides five miles from their place 
of meeting, bis seat is occupied a great part of the time. The Lord 
has been his support in every part of his life; and it is peculiarly 
animating to hear him converse on religious subjects, and lift up an 
audible, though ‘humble voice to the throne of the heavenly grace.’ 
How justly may he adopt the language of the Psalmist, ‘1 have been 
young and now am old, yet have [ not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread,’ 

** At the organization of St. John’s church there were thirteen male 
members. ‘The present number is forty-eight, and thirty communi- 
cants. During my residence here, which commenced on the 26th of 
June, the present year, | have preached forty sermons, administered 
baptism to twelve individuals, visited upwards of seventy families, 
formed a bible class, and opened a Sunday school. Our meetings 
have been well attended ; and there appears to be an increasing at- 
tention to personal religion, and an earnest desire to adhere to the 
faith and order of the gospel. In few places, are the fundamental 
principles of our church better understood, or more highly appreciat- 
ed. The existence and unity of the Church in the different ages of 
the world ; the divine appointment of officers to govern this church ; 
and the necessity, that these officers, to be regularly commissioned, 
should derive their authority in succession from the great Head of the 
Church, are truths, which are well understood, firmly believed, and 
successfully defended by many of the members of our communion. 
Every year, every month, and, | may say, every sabbath, increases 
the interest they feel in the liturgy of our church, and rivets more 
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strongly their attachment to that volume, which deservedly ranks 
first, among all uninspired compositions. And, as members with you 
of that body of which Christ is the Head, they return you grateful 
acknowledgments for the favours they have received; they request 
the continuance of that interest, which you have uniformly manifested 
in the promotion of their prosperity ; they testify .their disposition to 
contribute according to their ability for the support of a preached 
gospel, by engaging your missionary to continue with them three 
months longer; and they trust you will allow them to express the 
wish, that you ‘may not be weary in well doing,’ but grant them 
further aid in retaining a minister and conforming to ‘ the primitive 
faith and practice.’ 

‘* Justice requires me to add, that I have received many tokens of 
civility, and much personal attention, not only from the members of 
our communion, but also from the different religious societies in this 
vicinity. Many individuals amongst them are inquiring for ‘ the good 
old way,’ and are solicitous to become acquainted with the princi- 
ples we profess. One third of our congregation on the sabbath, is 
composed of individuals, who have not as yet, attached themselves 
to our society. And from present appearances there is reason to be- 
lieve, that should the Episcopal parish succeed in erecting a church, 
which subject they have in contemplation, they would, at no distant 
period, be able to settle a minister.” 


‘© In addressing you again on the subject of the church in this 
place,’’ he observes in his second letter, ** | would not exhaust your 
patience, by entering minutely into the various occurrences that have 
transpired since my last communication ; or by noticing insulated facts, 
where individuals only are concerned. ‘Though it would be pleasing 
to allude to the religious experience and Christian walk of some with 
whom I have the happiness to be connected ;—to speak of individuals, 
who had been accustomed to neglect publick worship, but are now 
punctual in their attendance at church, and appear to be deeply im- 
pressed with the value of the hopes and consolations of the gospel: 
but the general state of the church and its future prospects demand 
attention. 

‘* At no period since the organization of this society, have their 
prospects been more encouraging. ‘The number of members is one 
fourth greater now, than it was on the first of October. The opinion 
is evidently gaining ground in this section of the country, that our 
church is ‘ built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Je- 
sus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.’ An increasing de- 
sire is manifested, to become acquainted with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of Episcopacy. And I need not here remark that some of our 
members defend them with singular ability. 

‘‘ My engagement here will terminate on New year’s day. The 
society have paid my board during the whole of my residence with 
them, and allowed me six dollars a sabbath for fifleen weeks. Ata 
meeting of the society on the 22d inst. they engaged to pay the board 
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of a minister and to raise 150 dollars towards his support, if they 
could receive sufficient assistance to enable them to retain him a 
year, which year should commence on the first of January next. In 
addition to this, it may be proper for me to add, that they have unani- 
mously agreed to erect a church. ‘The spot for its location, which 
had been a source of some anxiety, has been determined, and nothing 
remains to prevent their proceeding with that unanimity, for which 
they have hitherto been distinguished. A large number of indivi- 
duals, who do not nominally belong to them, have voluntarily offered 
to assist in building. 

** The society firmly believe, that should the Missionary Society be 
induced to aid them in supporting publick worship until they have 
completed a church, they should then be able to settle a minister, and 
allow him a reasonable support by their own exertions.” 


In consequence of these letters a vote was passed January 7, 1824, 
to employ Mr. Jones as missionary at Ashfield, from the first of Janu- 
ary to Easter Tuesday, 16 weeks, at 4 dollars, amounting to 64 dol- 
lars. An order was also passed to pay Mr. Jones for his services at 
Marblehead, previous to his removal to Ashfield, the sum of 100 dollars. 

The condition and prospects of the church at South Boston will best 
appear from the following letter addressed to the directors by the 
wardens and vestry : 

South Boston, January 2, 1824. 
The Wardens and Vestry of St. Matthew's Church, in this place, res- 
pectfully beg leave to communicate to the Board of Directors of the 

Massachusetts Episcopal Missionary Society, the situation of said 

Church, as it regards its internal concerns— 


This church was consecrated on the 24th of June, 1818, and from 
dhis time to May, 1821, there were no assessments made for the sup- 
port of publick worship, and although the service on the Lord’s day 
was seldom omitted, yet it was gratuitously performed by lay-readers, 
(with the occasional aid of clergymen.) During this period the con- 
tribution boxes were usually passed round every Lord’s day, and the 
amount thus collected was barely sufficient to defray unavoidable ex- 
penses. In May, 1821, a box was placed in the entry of the church, 
in which the congregation was requested to deposit, according to their 
disposition and ability, for the support of publick worship ; and the 
practice of using the contribution boxes in the church was discontinued ; 
from which time to December, the amount deposited was about $35, 
and during this time Mr. Edson was paid about $30, he having gra- 
tuitously officiated as lay-reader for nearly two years previous.—In 
August, 1822, (at which time Mr. Edson graduated) a subscription 
paper was drawn up and offered to the congregation, in order to pro- 
vide means for the support of publick worship during the ensuing year. 
and each individual was requested to give according to his means, 
The amount subscribed was about $140. At the same time assistance 
was requested of Episcopalians and others, in Beston, by which 
means $150 more was obtained. 
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Mr. Edson was immediately invited to take up his residence in this 
place, and to officiate as lay-reader in St. Matthew’s church, the people 
agreeing to defray the expense of his board and to pay him the sum 
of $160 beside, to which he consented. His board has been duly 
paid up to the expiration of said year, viz. 1 September, 1823, and 
he has duly received the stipulated sum of $150 beside. 

On the Ist of September, 1823, another subscription paper was 
drawn up and presented to the individuals who usually or frequently 
worship in this church, and the sum of $186 +, is subscribed for the 
support of publick worship the ensuing year, commencing as above ; 
and this will enable us to defray the expense of board and other un- 
avoidable charges, presuming that occasional collections, &c. will 
bring the amount of income for said year to $200. 

We would now respectfully solicit the aid of the Massachusetts 
Episcopal Missionary Society, in order that we may be enabled to 
compensate the Rev. Mr. Edson, or such other clergyman as may re- 
side among us, to the amount of $150, for the year, commencing on 
the first of September, 1823, and ending first September, 1824, desir- 
ing, with due respect, that such a sum may be devoted to the benefit 
of this church as the state of your funds may allow, and which you 
may judge expedient. We remain your brethren and friends, 


Asranam GouLp, 
mR FP. neat | Wardens. 


Cuas. F. Koprer, } 
Jacop AMEE, 

Wm. Rowson, ' Vestrymen. 
Ws. Bonn, 

Ros’r Jounston, | 





In consequence of this letter, the directors resolved, that $100 should 
be appropriated for the support of a missionary at South Boston, from 
the Ist of September, 1823, to Easter Tuesday, the 20th of April, 
1824.—Of this sum, Mr. Edson received 50 dollars, for missionary 
services at South Boston, from Ist Septemher, 1823, the date of his 
ordination, to the Ist of January, 1824. 

As trustees of the Prayer Book and Tract Society, the directors have 
purchased of Mr. J. W. Ingraham 100 prayer books in 12mo, and 50 of 
the Philadelphia stereotype edition in 8vo. published in 1822, by au- 
thority of the general convention, as the standard edition of the Book 
of Common Prayer. They have since putchased 1000 copies in sheets, 
of a 12mo. edition, of Messrs. T. and J. Swords. The low price at 
which they are able to furnish\these prayer books to churches, to 
auxiliary societies and to individual members of their own body, will 
lead, they trust, to a more speedy sale and more general circulation. 
The members of our church throughout the diocese will obtain prayer 
books from the society on better terms than they can obtain them from 
the booksellers, and at the same time will promote the welfare of 
their brethren and the increase of pure religion. With regard to 
tracts, the society have confined themselves to the purchase of devo- 
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tional treatises, and such as are recommended by the bishop for Sun- 
day school instruction. They are now enabled to furnish the churches 
throughout the diocese with ** the Catechism, broke into short ques- 
tions and answers,”’ ‘* A familiar and easy guide to the understanding 
of the Church Catechism, with scripture proofs of the Creeds.” An 
abridgment of Gastrel’s Christian Institutes, and Bishop Wilson’s In- 
troduction to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. These are for sale 
by the society’s agents, at very reduced prices, to churches, and to 
all persons who purchase by the dozen or larger quantity. 

From the treasurer’s account, which is herewith presented, it will 
be seen, that all the disposable funds of the society have been ex- 
pended, excepting the small sum of eleven dollars and four cents. The 
directors could not appeal! to the charity of their fellow Christians 
and fellow Churchmen, with any force, while the collections of the 
former year reinained unexpended But now that a door for useful 
ness is so widely opened ; now that the number of churches and mis 
sionaries is increased and increasing; now that the past exertions of 
the society have been so evidenily successful ; they think that to all 
who love the holy cause in which they are engaged, nothing more 
need be said to induce every man to give according to his ability, 
than to set before thein the simple statement which has now been ex- 
hibited. Ifthe ten churches which have been enumerated shall be 
assisted for a few years, we have no reason to doubt that they will be 
able, at no very distant period, not only to support themselves, but to 
contribute to the matntenance and support of other churches. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH. 


Mew York, June, 1824. 

Tue students of the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States having lately organized a ‘* So- 
ciety of Inquiry respecting the advancement of Christianity,” it has 
been deemed advisable to present to the publick a brief view of the 
nature of the society, its objects, and its present prospects. Though 
the ultimate ends proposed are chictly to be attained by an extensive 
and regular correspondence with the various associations and bodies 
connected with the church, still individual support may tend mate- 
rially to the advancement of these ends. It is with this view that the 
present appeal is made, in the belief that a simple statement of the 
views and intended operations of the society will be sufficient to ex- 
cite the attention and ensure the support of all who take an interest 
in the cause of our venerable church. 

lt is a truth evident to all who reflect upon the existing situation of 
the church, that the only effectual means of extending her influence 
through the interiour of our country, must be by missionary exertions. 
The advantages which might accrue trom an accurate knowledge of 
her exigencies, where aid was most needed, and where it might most 
37 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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effectually be afforded, had for some time engaged the attention of 
the students. ‘The seminary being at length permanently established, 
and haying so successfully commenced its operations, it was imagined 
that a society of this nature, formed in an institution to which the at- 
tention of Episcopalians would naturally be directed, must without 
doubt be attended with peculiar advantages for acquiring all the in- 
formation possible relative to the important ends proposed, hose 
facts which now lie scattered through the journals of the different con- 
ventions, and through various periodical publications, (some of which 
are not generally circulated,) will here be concentrated, as it were, 
into one focus, and that too, where the knowledge of them will be 
attended with the greatest possible advantage—in the nursery of the 
church, where those who may be peculiarly styled her sons, are now 
labouring to fit themselves for their high vocation, and panting for the 
moment when they shall go forth as her champions, and repay in 
some degree the-favours they are now receiving from the protecting 
hand of her who is at once their “ presidium et dulce decus”—their 
guardian and their pride. 

The funds of the various missionary societies, though increasing, 
are yet inadequate to meet the actual demands, and of course the 
utmost caution is required in the distribution of them, so that one 
single cent may not be expended, except where it can be most ben- 
eficially applied. Our society, if once in successful operation, may 
contribute materially towards this end, by the intimate knowledge 
it will afford of the actual condition of the church. There are those 
too in the seminary who look forward with anxious eagerness to the 
time when they shall go forth to build up the waste places of Zion, 
to make straight in the desert the pathway of our Gop :—to such it 
may easily be imagined how valuable this information is likely to 

rove. 

With views such as these, a committee was appointed to report on 
the expediency of the measure. ‘Their report spoke decidedly in its 
favour. The committee, bowever, took a much wider field than was 
at first proposed, not confining the objects of the society merely to 
the advancement of the missionary cause, nor limiting its inquiries 
to our own country alone. They conceived that the peculiar advan- 
tages we enjoyed might be applied to a more extended and perhaps 
more useful purpose. From the body of information which must al- 
most necessarily be placed within reach of the society, it was seen 
how easily and how naturally they might extend its views to inqui- 
ries respecting the moral and religious improvement of mankind gen- 
erally, and the most effectual means of advancing the Christian cause, 
not reasoning from crude and often visionary theories, but deducing 
from the facts continually presented to the society, sound and rational 
conclusions of immediate and practical utility. 

Such is a faint outline of the objects of our society; and, should 
it prove successful, surely we may anticipate the most beneficial re- 
sults to the seminary, to the church, and (may we not say) to the 
Christian world. In pursuance of these objects the society has alrea- 
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dy commenced its operations. Letters have been written to the se- 
cretaries of the several conventions and societies connected with the 
church, to some of which the most flattering replies have been re- 
turned, with promises of every assistance. The editors of the dif- 
ferent periodical works favourable to the church, have also been re- 
quested to furnish us with copies of their publications. In addition 
to this, requests of a similar nature have been addressed to three of 
the most eminent societies in Great-Britain, as well as to the editors 
of such periodical works in that country as were deemed most con- 
ducive to the objects of the society. The information received from 
this quarter, it will be observed, will naturally comprehend her co- 
lonies, as well as those countries with which her pulations may be 
more intimate than those of the United States. 

With such prospects, and under the immediate palvindags of the 
church, it is not too much to say, that our society bids fair to flou- 
rish. All that remains to ensure our success, is, to secure the support 
of individuals, who, without an address of this kind, might not feel 
themselves called on to lend their aid. 

The church has always been conspicuous for the wealth and gene- 
ral information of her laity :—she is now becoming conspicuous for 
better things—for the application of that wealth and information, by 
a few noble spirited individuals, to the most elevated and holy pur- 
poses, To such we would more particularly address ourselves ; not 
for pecuniary aid—the immediate objects of the society are .necessa- 
rily unconnected with any views of that nature :——but in their daily 
walks through life a thousand things may meet their view, a thousand a 
ideas may occur to their minds, which, if duly improved, might be WW 
: of lasting benefit to the world. It is the intention of the society to 
i publish, from time to time, such essays of its members, and such 
letters of its correspondents, as may be deemed advisable. It were 
needless to say how gratifying to the members, and how conducive to § 
the objects of the society it would prove, to have it in their power to " 
embody in these publications the views, not only of the clergy, but 
also ot those intelligent and pious laymen, who are the ornament 
and support of their church. It may not be a trifling inducement to 
such to reflect, that they will be lending their assistance to one of the 
many instruments of human improvement, which, (blessed be Gop !) 
7 are in such active operation in our day ; that they will be placing this 
3 instrument in the hands of those who are best calculated to wield it~ 

who are even now preparing to go forth to the dissemination of the 
ES glorious gospel of the Redeemer, bearing in its train civilization, phi- 
B lanthropy, every virtue which can dignify man, and bring him near 
¥ his Gop. 
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Relig. Intell.—South Carolina. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Tuere has been an increase of the church in this diocese during the 
Jast year of one presbyter, one deacon, and two congregations ; its 
present members being reperted as follows: The Bishop, 28 presby- 
ters, 5 deacons, and 37 settled congregations. 

The thirty-sixth annual convention was held in St. Michael's church, 
Charleston, on the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st days of February, 1824; 
and was aitended by 17 presbyters, 2 deacons, entitled to seats, and 
by 42 lay delegates from 21 parishes. Five clergymen entitied to 
seats, were absent. 

We notice with pleasure that the parochial reports this year, far 
exceed in accuracy those of the last. With some, indeed, we are 
more gratified than with any which we recollect to have seen in all 
the journals which have come under our inspection. The city churches 
in particular, which have been long established, and where, of course, 
more definite information could be obtained than in the country pa- 
rishes, have set an example which we shall hope to see imitated in 
every diocese. ‘To illustrate our meaning, we give the report of St. 
Philip’s church entire. 


St. Philip's Church, Charleston. 
The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D. Rector. 
The Rev. Al!sion Gibbes, Assistant Minister. 

In conformity to the 45th canon, we present to the Bishop, the fol- 
lowing statement of baptisms, &c. for the last year. 

Baptisms: adults 5; infants 75. ‘Total 80. 

Marriages 14. Burials 75. 

Communicants, about 39 males, 263 females, while persons ; and 
about 220 persons of colour. Total 522. 

We lament that the disproportion between the male and female com- 
municants is so great. 

There are two Sunday schools held at different hours. In that for the 
whites, there are about 150 children, of whom 100 attend punctually. 
There are 6 male and 13 female teachers, In that for the coloured, 
there are about 25 adults, and 150 children. of whom about 100 at- 
tend punctually. There are 7 male and 9 female teachers. In both 
schools There are - - : 324 pupils, 

And - - - - 35 teachers. 
The instruction is exclusively religious. 

It is an obvious remark, that the interesting of so large a number 
of our members in the charitable, and to themselves, instructive office 
of imparting to others the knowledge unto salvation, is among the ad- 
vantages of the valuable institution of Sunday schools. 

Conformably to the resolution of the convention, passed last year, 
we report that, agreeably to the canon of 1822, a sermon bas been 
preached, and a collection made in our church, in aid of the common 
fund, for the support of the Episcopate. 

The sermon on the same subject, which was inadvertently postponed 
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the preceding year, was also preached, soon after the rising of the last 
convention. 

In conformity to another resolution of the last convention, we report 
the number otf families as about 262, of whom 38 belong to other con- 
greygations, and of these, 6 belong to four congregations, as follows: 

To St. Paul’s, Charleston, 18) Of the 16 at St. Paul’s, 

St. John’s, Berkley, 2 belong also to St. Luke’s, 
St. Michael's, 1 to St. Andrew’s, 

St. Andrew’s, 1 to St. Kartholomew’s, 

St. Paul’s, Stono, | 2 to North Santee, 
St. James’s, Santee, \ — 

Christ church, } 

North Santee, 
James Island, 
St. Thomas, | 

St. Bartholomew’s, J 38 

Besides these, there are twelve families of persons of colour, who 
have pews in the gallery. The number who sit in the aisles, we have 
not been able to ascertain. 

By a judicious connexion of the galleries, there have been added to 
our church, 16 pews, so that the whole number is now 164. The 
new pews are not yet sold, or otherwise disposed of, but we may rea- 
sonably expect, as several of them are large, that they will produce 
an accession to this congregation of twenty families, and also, afford 
additional accommodation to the Sunday scholars, 

Peculiar circumstances have prevented that inquiry, which would 
have enabled us to ascertain the number of individuals in each family, 
so as to state, agreeably to the desire of the convention, the whole 
number of the flock. We believe, however, that we may justly esti- 
mate them at about 

1000 white persons, 
400 persons of colour, 
Total 1400 

The number of communicants in the three city churches varies only 
two from that stated last year. This leads us to conclude that some 
of the families of St. Michael’s and St. Philip’s have connected them- 
selves with St. Paui’s, Radcliffeborough. For St. Paul’s has had a 
steady increase of families, and communicants for the last three years. 
It is now, as to the number of families, the second church in the city, 
and its communicants have increased since the last report, from 242 
to 275. The bishop gives the following account of the liberality of 
this congregation, which is greatly to their honour, and deserves to 
be made known, for a memorial of their pious munificence. 

‘“ The vestry of St. Paul’s church, Radcliffeborough, found them- 
selves encumbered with a debt, which on the completion of the church, 
had been left as a balance of its costs, amounting with interest ac- 
crued to 30,000 dollars. Their creditors had become urgent, and the 
property of the corporation was at their mercy. The proprietors of 
pews, by a unanimous decision of a meeting of them, assumed the 
debt, and according to a judicious scheme submitted by the vestry, 
by five instalments, payable at half-yearly intervals, the last of which 
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is payable in 1824, the whole becomes discharged. I know not of 
any other instance of conduct under similar circumstances, strictly 
admitting of a comparison with this. In richer communities than ours, 
a substitute for this generous course has been found, in soliciting at a 
distance, and in the remotest states, the means of paying a church’s 
debts.* A firm refusal of our countenance to such applications from 
abroad, would, perhaps, on almost all occasions, be entirely consistent 
with any reasonable estimate of our Christian duty.” 

The whole of the parochial reports are from 25 congregations, as 
follow : 

In 21 congregations 1182 families. 


“15 “ 4848 souls. 

7 oy ee 1675 communicants. 
& 25 os 286 baptisms. 

& 2° “6 72 marriages. 

°° ..* 183 burials. 

wil " 7 Sunday schools. 
a9 se 681 Sunday scholars. 


We have but one wish ungratified with regard to these reports, the 
expression of which, we trust, will not be unacceptable to our friends 
in South Carolina. ‘That state is, we believe, divided into 28 or 30 
districts ; according to which, in the census of 1820, the tables of the 
white and coloured population were arranged. We should like to see 
the same geographical division observed in the statisticks of our 
church ; and the clergy resident in eath district might, we imagine, 
with a little pains, ascertain and report to the bishop, the name and 
place of residence of every person within it professing to be of our 
communion. We speak with diffidence, however, because we may 
not know the obstacles which have impeded or prevented accurate 
parochial returns. 

Episcopal acts. 

The bishop has visited during the last year 7 churches, admitted to 
holy orders, one presbyter and two deacons, received 8 candidates, 
administered confirmation in South Carolina and in Georgia to 256 per- 
sons, and has consecrated one church, that of St. Paul’s, Pendleton, of 
which we gave an account last year. 

A church for the gratuitous use of the poor has been founded. The 
active and useful services of the Rev. Mr. Phillips as domestick mis- 
sionary, gave encouragement to the female society, under whose ap- 
pointment he had served for nearly two years, to undertake the erec- 
tion of this building. At the request of this society a number of gen- 
tlemen formed themselves into a committee, to provide means for 
carrying it into effect, and their exertions have been so effectual that 
they have been encouraged to lay the foundation of a building which 
will constitute an interesting addition to the institutions of Christian 
benevolence in that city. 

The society for the advancement of Christianity continues to in- 
crease in usejulness. It has received, within the year, from the ex- 


* This has never been done, it is believe d, by members of the Protestant Epis: 
copal Church, 
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ecutor of the estate of the late excellent Mrs. Gregorie, of whom our 
readers will find some account at page 245 of our last volume, a lega- 
cy of 666 dollars, and from Plowden Weston, Esq. of Charleston, a 
donation of 200 dollars. Collections from the three city churches and 
from Trinity church, Columbia, have amounted to 426 dollars 43 
cents. The bishop recommends this society to the continued confi- 
dence and increased patronage of the church. He exhorts the laity 
to make a more ample provision for the support of the clergy, and the 
clergy themselves to bear with patient suffering the evils under which 
they exercise their calling. ‘‘ The day of the gospel dispensation,” 
he continues, ‘* on which our Jot in the service of our heavenly Mas- 
ter has fallen, is a day of extraordinary enterprise, for the advance- 
ment of his glory, and the extension of his kingdom. In this enter- 
prise, there is, I sincerely believe, much of honest and holy zeal em- 
barked, under various denominations of profession. It is most devout- 
ly to be wished, that as there is one faith, one Lord, one baptism, for 
all true disciples of the Son of God, so there could be among all, one 
purpose of heart, in the prosecution of the interests of bis kingdom, 
and that all their distinctions of sect and name renounced and oblite- 
rated, they all might be one, even as he and the Father are one. This 
is, however, far from being as much an object of reasonable solicitude 
as the existence, under all the varieties of denomination, of the spirit 
of the religion of Christ, If the amalgamation of disagreeing portions 
of the great Christian family, seems too impracticable to admit of its 
being wisely or discreetly in every way effected, at least it becomes, 
for it is practicable for each, so to qualify its zeal with love, that the 
name of Christ be not blasphemed. It comes, unavoidably, of the in- 
firmity of our nature, that in some degree, personal and party sensi- 
bilities should mingle themselves, with our best and most sincere 
solicitudes of religious zeal. We cannot too anxiously guard ourselves 
against an influence of these, which bringing the unamiable passions 
of our nature into action, shall impair the dignity of our calling, and 
while it mars its claims upon human respect and confidence, make void 
our hopes of acceptance with him who seeth and shall judge us. The 
spirit of religious party, is always likely, from the peculiar character 
of the institutions of our civil polity, with respect to religion, to pre- 
vail and abound in our country ; and the strife for ascendant influence, 
and the exertion of a worthy zeal, to use to the utmost the happy op- 
portunity of religious liberty, for the advancement of religious truth, 
will so commingle themselves, as to put us in danger of mistaking the 
one for the other. Let us be duly aware of this: and while we are 
faithful to the peculiar institutions, under which, according to the de- 
liberate persuasion of our own minds, we have undertaken to serve 
Christ, and be instrumental of the happiness and salvation of those 
who call upon his name, let us guard ourselves against the temptation, 
of which the circumstances in which we are placed, involve so much, 
to think or act, with respect to other religious communities, otherwise 
than as we would that they should think and act with respect to us. ‘The 
real usefulness and honour of no one of the various religious communi- 
ties, which exist on the footing of equal toleration in our country, can 
consist ina course of conduct that is harsh, injurious, or unjust, or disin- 
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genuous to others. Having hitherto, as I am sincerely persuaded we have, 
faithfully endeavoured to follow the guidance of this sentiment, as a 
rule of conduct, let us continue to endeavour always to walk according 
to it. Careful of the interests of Christian truth as we hold it, jealous 
to keep our peculiar institutions in a sound integtity, and prompt to 
protect and defend them against all encroachment, let us be careful no 
less, to know what spirit we are of ; and if Christ must be wounded in 
the house of his friends, let us not be partakers in the guilt. They 
who in their social or individual religious character and conduct, ex- 
hibit the least acerbity, are the most worthy of the Christian name ; 
while they must carry with them the most respect of the enlightened 
and the wise, the really pious and good.” 

The resolution of the general convention providing for the contin- 
gent expenses, by recommending to the several state conventions to pay 
at each annua! meeting 75 cents for each clergyman within the diocese 
or state, having been communicated by Jetter to the convention, was 
agreed to. 

The following amendment of the constitution was adopted, the vote 
being taken by churches, and passed with but one dissentient voice. 

‘* In all matters requiring the suffrages of the convention, with the 
exception contained in the third article of the constitution, the mem- 
bers shail deliberate and vote as one body, but any two clergymen, or 
the delegation from any two churches, may call for a separate vote of 
each order, when the clergy shall vote individually, (two or more 
clergymen representing the same church, having one vote,) and the 
lay delegates by churches, (a majority of each delegation having one 
vote,) and a majority of both orders shall, in each case, be necessary 
to a decision.” 

The General Theological Seminary received again the same invigo- 
rating support which the diocese of South Carolina has so uniformly 
given. Resolutions were passed that there be collections made, and 
sermons preached for its benefit, in every parish; that the members 
of the convention pledge theinselves to aid the agents of the seminary 
in obtaining subscriptions, and that it be recommended to the candi- 
dates of the diocese to study at the seminary, and to the congrega- 
tions to which they respectively belong, to assist them, if necessary, 
by a loan, or other mark of pious liberality. 

A long report on the subject of permanent provision for the support 
of the Episcopate was made, providiny that the sum of 1600 doliars be 
raised annually by an assessment on 27 of the parishes, for the support 
of an assistant to the bishop, in the dischaige of his parochial duties, 
until such time as the income of the permanent fund shall be adequate 
to bis support. 

Standing committee for the present year—The Rev. Christopher 
E. Gadsden, D. D., Rev. Paul T. Gervais, Rev. Frederick Dalcho, 
M. D., Rev. Allston Gibbes, Rev. Christian Hanckell, of the clergy. 

David Alexander, Joseph Johnson, M. D., Robert J. Turnbull, 
Thomas Lowndes, Samuel Wragg, of the laity. 

Delegates to the general convention—the same as last year, 
with the exception of Col. William Drayton, appointed in the room 
of Benjamin Huger, Esq. deceased. 
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